A CASE OF MUTILATION

tempered with mercy. Of this an instance was provided
in A.D. 1869, when Rana Vikmatji of Porbandar returned
to his capital after a visit to an exhibition at Broach.
During his absence the administration of the State had
been conducted by his son, Madhavsinhji, who was led
by evil associates to drink and became so overcome with
the habit that he died from indulgence in it during the
Rana's absence. When the chief heard the whole facts
of the case, in his anger he ordered that the nose and ears
of the man Lakshman, who had been chiefly concerned
in ruining his son, should be cut off. After this punish-
ment had been inflicted, the man threw himself from a
terrace in the palace and subsequently died of the injuries
he thereby received.

The circumstances soon became known to Government,
who at once took away the powers of a first-class chief,
which the ruler of the State enjoyed, and degraded him
to the third class. The Rana felt, perhaps with justice,
that he had been harshly treated, and considered that
the proper punishment for a man who had ruined his son
was death, while he had contented himself with mutila-
tion. He was himself of irreproachable character, and
the particularly cold-blooded manner in which the ruin
of Madhavsinhji was accomplished appealed to him as
meriting the most stringent punishment. However, in
A.D. 1886 the powers which had been forfeited were restored
to the Porbandar State on Rana Vikmatji being dethroned
for continued misrule.

Thakor Jaswantsinhji of Bhavnagar died in April
A.D. 1870 and was succeeded by his eldest son, Takhat-
sinhji, who was, however, a minor at the time aged twelve
years. The Government of Bombay therefore decided to
establish a joint administration in Bhavnagar until
Thakor Takhatsinhji should be of age, and Mr. E. H.
Percival together with Mr. Gawrishankar Udayashankar
were selected to be the first Administrators. This was
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